Swedish 

OlleEngsteiand 

Institute of Linguistics, University of Stockholm, S-106 91 Stockholm, Sweden 

The Style of speech illustrated is that of many educated speakers of Central Standard 
Swedish as spoken in the Stockholm area. The actual speech on the accompanying 
recording is that of a male speaker in his forties whose speech is typical of that variety of 
Swedish. 

Consoiiaiits 





Bilabial 


Labiodental 


Dental 


Alveolar 


Palatal 


Velar 


Glottal 


Plosive 


P b 




t d 






k g 




Nasal 
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n 
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Fricative 




f V 
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J 
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5 (Voiceless dorso-palatal/velar fricative) Q (Voiceless alveolo-palatal fricative) 



P 

b 

m 

f 

v 

X 



pol 
bok 
mod 
fot 



*pole' 

'book' 

'courage' 

'foot' 

'wet' 

'prey' 



t tok 

d dop 

n nod 

s sot 

g sjok 

1 lov 



'fool' 

'christening' 

'node' 

'soot' 

'chunk' 

'tack' 



kon 

god 

liung 

kjol 

hot 

jord 



'good' 

'long' 

'skirt' 

'threat' 

'soil' 



Vowels 
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i: 


sil 


'strainer' 


I 


sill 


'herring' 


yj 


syl 


*awr 


Y 


syll 


'sleeper' 


¥ 


ful 


*ugly' 


e 


full 


'full' 


ei 


hel 


'whole' 


e: 


hM 


'heel' 


e 


hall 


'flat rock' 



0: 


not 


'nut' 


oe 


nott 


'worn' 


a: 


mat 


'food' 


a 


matt 


'feeble' 


o: 


mal 


'goal' 





moll 


'minor' (music) 


u: 


hot 


'penance' 



bott 'lived' (perf) 



Stress and accent 

' (primary stress), . (secondary stress), and ' (word accent) as in ['niii(ian,vmdon] 
nordanvinden 'the north wind'. 

Conventions 

/p, t, k/ are aspirated in stressed position when not preceded by /s/ within the same 
morpheme. It, d, n, s, 1/ are dental. The retroflex sounds [t, 4, q,, §, I] can be considered 
phonetic forms of /rt, rd, rn, rs, rl/; this is also reflected in the orthography (e.g. 
nordanvinden). They also arise at word and morpheme boundaries, e.g.for+soket. Ill can 
be approximant (e.g. starkast), voiced fricative (e.g. the first r in vandrare), or trilled; the 
trilled variant is restricted to emphatic stress in many speakers and does not appear in the 
recording. Open varieties of /ei, e, 0:, oe/ are used before III and the retroflex allophones 
(c.g.fdrst). Long vowels are often diphthongized or fricativized, particularly the high ones: 
[ij» y^y up, #]. Lip rounding differs between /y, 0/ ('outrounded') and /u, ^ ('inrounded'). 
/a:/ is slightly rounded. Consonants are long after short vowels in stressed position, and 
short elsewhere. Voiced consonants are frequently devoiced in voiceless context, e.g. 
[tyistado], [jest do]. Compound words have the so-called grave tonal word accent (accent 
2) with falling pitch on the primary stressed syllable and a strong secondary stress. Most 
bisyllabic and polysyllabic stems also have the grave accent but with a weaker secondary 
stress. 

Transcription of recorded passage 

'nui4an,vind3in o 'suilsn 'tyistads og 'gor) om vem av 'dom som va 'staikast. 
'jest 'doi kom gn 'vandiaia 'veigsn fjam, ^m.sveipt i on 'vajm 'kapa. dom 
kom doi 0vo'j8ns om, at den som fcegt kendo fo vandjaion at ta 'aiv se j 
'kapan, han skelo 'an.seis vaia 'stajkajo en den 'andia. dor 'bloisto 
'nuic|an,vmdon so 'hoit han 'non.sm 'kendo, men j\} 'hoi4ajo han 'bloisto, destu 
'teitaio 'syeipto 'vandjaion 'kapan 'om sej, o ti 'sist gav 'nui4an,vmdon 'ep 
fqe'§0:kot. do: leit 'suilon sina 'stjoilaj 'giina 'heilt 'vajmt, o ' jenast tug 
'vandjajon 'aiv sej 'kapan, o so va 'nui4an,vmdon 'tver)on at 'eu.gena, at 
'suilon va den 'staikasto av dom 'tvoi. 



142 Handbook of the IPA 

Orthographic version 

Nordanvinden och solen tvistade en gang cm vem av dom som var starkast. Just da kom en 
vandrare vagen fram, insvept i en varm kappa. Dom kom dk overens om, att den som forst 
kunde fil vandraren att ta av sig kappan, han skuUe anses vara starkare an den andra. Da 
blaste nordanvinden s^ h^ han nSnsin kunde, men ju hirdare han bliste desto tatare svepte 
vandraren kappan om sig, och till sist gav nordanvinden upp forsoket. D^ lat solen sina 
strilar skina helt varmt och genast tog vandraren av sig kappan, och sk var nordanvinden 
tvungen att erkanna att solen var den starkaste av dom tva. 
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